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For 33 years Valerie Cranden scooped and smiled for

customers who lined up around the building and into

the parking lot of Ollie’s Frozen Custard. Over the

two decades she owned the iconic custard stand, it

was a second home that, for all it gave, demanded
much in return.

“As a business owner, there were a lot of
family times I missed out on,” Valerie
explains. “Even when I wasn’t
there, the business needed my
time. I wanted more flexibility in
my schedule.”

When general manager Eric Karl

suggested in 2020 that she add
a mobile component and take her
custard business on the road, the
idea pointed to more than a new
revenue stream. It pointed to a
venture that would bring the same
frozen joy to customers while
allowing Valerie more freedom as
the owner.

In 2022, they launched Little O’s
Frozen Treats, a mobile food trailer
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serving popular custard delights. In 2023,
Valerie sold the custard stand to new owners and
went all-in on the mobile business full time. “I
talked to my kids first to make sure they were
okay with it, because Ollie’s was all they’d ever
known,” Valerie recalls.
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She had begun working at Ollie’s in
1990, and bought the business

in 2000, before her children

Kayla, 21, and Kyle, 16,

were born. Their

opinion meant a

lot to her.

The Little O’s
trailer, joined
this season
by a food
truck, offers
Valerie and
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At some banks, you feel
like a nuisance, but never
at Resource. Everybody’s

friendly, they know you, and
everybody’s ready to help.

Valerie Cranden, Owner,
Little O’s Frozen Treats

Events around
the county
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